
52

THE MARITIME REPUBLICS OF VENICE AND GENOA AGAINST 
THE BYZANTINE EMPIRE: A GAME OF MUTUAL ATTRITION

Vladislav Ivanov

Sea Straits in the 14th century, which resulted in 
the Ottoman Beylik’s invasion and conquest of 
the Balkans.
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The Italian republics were an exception to 
the political pattern of the monarchy-dominated 
medieval world. Among the most powerful of 
these were Venice and Genoa, which are appro-
priately referred to as the “merchant” or “mari-
time” republics. The article explores the conflicts 
between the two Italian states and the Byzantine 
Empire  which had negative consequences for all 
three of the competing powers. Particularly dev-
astating was the weakened defense of the Black 


